[A new framework for cerebral palsy].
Cerebral palsy was recently redefined as a group of disorders of the development of movement and posture, causing activity limitation, that are attributed to non-progressive disturbances that occurred in the developing fetal or infant brain. The motor disorders of cerebral palsy are often accompanied by disturbances of sensation, perception, cognition, communication or behaviour, by epilepsy or by secondary musculoskeletal problems (Bax et al. 2005). It has an estimated incidence of 0.2 %, i.e., 200 new cases per year in Belgium and a total of about 18,000 patients (in a population of 10 millions). Over the last few years, interest has risen in issues pertaining to learning, social participation, services, some assessment modalities (including gait analysis), some therapeutic modalities (including orthotics and antispastic treatment). The Department of Neurology of the H6pital Universitaire des Enfants Reine Fabiola has taken an active part in several aspects of these developments, including research on pathophysiology, neurophysiology, motor control and management (including intrathecal baclofen) as well as setting up the Interuniversity Reference Centre for Cerebral Palsy ULB-VUB-ULg. The 20th anniversary of the hospital offers an opportunity to review this important topic.